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May 4, 2007
VTA: Electronic filing

Hon. Vernon A. Williams
Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20423

Re: Finger Lakes Railway Corp. -
Abandonment Exemption - Yatrs County, NY
STB Docket No. AB-1005X
Supplement to Environmental/Historic Report
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Dear Secretary Williams:

This letter serves to supplement the Environmental/Historic Report ("the Report") that
was filed in thib proceeding on April 13, 2006 by Finger Lakes Railway Corp. C'FGLK"). After
the Report was filed, we received the attached additional responses from the US Department of
the Army (Corps of Engineers), and New York Natural Heritage Program. The responses
require no action on the part of the FGLK, and do not affect any or the conclusions sot forth in
the Report.

FGLK also received the letters from the Town of Benton and from Friends of the Outlet,
Inc. regarding the ultimate disposition of the right-of-way after the abandonment. FGLK has
not yet determined what it will do with the property.

Also enclosed are copies of the advertisement and Proof of Publication from The
Observer (Yates County, NY). As stated in the Report, and confirmed by the Proof of
Publication, the Notice was published on April 4, 2007.

Respectfully,

Eric M. Rocky -

Enclosures

cc1 All parties on the Service
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Service List - STB Docket No. AB-1005X

Yates County Industrial Development Agency
Attn: Jeff Giffbrd, Chairman
One Keuka Business Park, Suite 104
Penn Van, New York 14527

Ontano County Pathways, Inc.
PO Box 996
Canandaigua, NY 14424

New York Department of Public Service
3 Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12223-1350

Director of Real Estate
New York Department of Transportation -
50 Wolf Road
Albany, NY 12232
Att: Phil Healey

Director
Attention: SDTE-SA
Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command |
Transportation Engineering Agency
720 Tnimblc Shoals Blvd., Ste. 130
Newport News, VA 23606-4537

National Park Service
National Center For Recreation

and Conservation
Org. Code 2220
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Chern Espersen
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program
National Park Service
1849 C Street, NW (Org Code 2235)
Washington, DC 20240-0001

Office of Chief of Foiost Service i
U.S. Department of Agriculture I
Auditor's Building I
201 14th Street S.W. and Independence Ave., S.W. [
Washington, DC 20250



New York Department of Environmental Conservation
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233

New York Department of Environmental Conservation
6271 E. Avon-Lima Road
Avon, NY 14414-9519

New York Department of State
Division of Coastal Resources
41 State Street
Albany, NY 12231

Robert N. Multer
Chairman
Yates County Legislature
417 Liberty Street
Penn Yanf New York 14527

Sarah Purdy I
County Administrator
417 Liberty Street j
Penn Yan, New York 14527 j

Robert Clark
Benton Town Supervisor
1000 Route 14A
Penn Yan, New York 14527

Region 2
Environmental Protection Agency
Jacob K. Javits Federal Building
290 Broadway
New York, NY 10007

US'Fish and Wildlife Service
Northeast Regional Office
300 Westgate Center Drive
Hartley, MA 01035-9589

US Fish and Wildlife Service
New York Field Office
3817 Luker Road
Cortland, NY 13045 [

U.S. Aimy Engineer Division
Great Lakes & Ohio River Division
550 Main Street
Room 10,032
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3222



Northeast Region
Regional Director
National Park Service
U.S. Custom House
200 Chestnut St., Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
5601 Sunnystde Ave.
Mailstop 5410, Room 1-1290A
Beltsville MD 20705-5410

USDA Natural Resources Conservat on Service
441 Salina Street
The Ga.lenes of Syracuse
Suite 354
Syracuse, NY 13202

Mr. Richard A. Snay
Chief, Spatial Reference System Div.
United States Dept. of Commerce
NCAA, N/NGS2
SSMC3, Room 8828
1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

New York State Historic Preservation Office
Peebles Island Resource Center
P.O. Box 189
Waterfcrd, NY 12188-0189

U.S. Army Engineer Division
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers- Buffalo District
Auburn Field Office
7413 County House Road
Auburn, New York 13021

Michael L. Allen
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Fish, Wildlife & Marine Resources, Region 8
6274 E. Avon-Lima Road
Avon, NY 14414-9519

Doug Bernhard
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Lands & Forests
Region 8
7291 Coon Road
Bath, NY 14810



Steve Young
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Division of Lands & Forests
Region 8
New York Natural Heritage Program
625 Broadway
Fifth Floor
Albany, NY 12233-4757

New York Natural Heritage Program
625 Broadway, 511' Floor
Albany, NY 12233-4757

Friends of the Outlet, Inc.
PO Box 65
Dresden, NY 14441
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY ' ,. / / «/

U.3. ARMY ENGHEER DIVISION. GREAT LAKES AND OHIO RIVER '\/ ' '' '
CORPS OF ENGINEERS

950 MAIN STREET, ROOM 10032
CINCINNATI. OH 46202-3222

APR 1 4 2007

CELRD-PDS-P

Collate, Griffin & Ewing
Attorneys at Law
Attn: Ms Leanore 0. Bellis
213 West Miner Street
West Chester, PA 19381

SUBJECT: Finger Lakes Railway Corporation Abandonment Exemption STB Docket
No. AB1005(X)

Dear Ms Bellis:

We have reviewed the information provided in your February 5. 2007 letter and
enclosures and have no objections to the proposed abandonment of the referenced
railroad line. No permits will be required from the Corps of Engineers as there are no
Section 10 navigable waters within the specified miteposts So long as no fill or debris
is placed within any wetlands or waterways adjacent to the existing railroad bed. we
have no reason to believe that the abandonment wilt have any significant environmental
effect.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Bill White at (513) 684-2225. The
notification to us of the proposed abandonment by your client is greatly appreciated.

BRUCE A. BERWICK
Brigadier General, U.S Army !
Commanding j



New York Natural Heritage Program
\ P.iriiv rsl'i;il-ii>v<.iii I In \ nun-' «n-i'V.iiui Jinl tin NYM)i|Miiiiiiiu nf I i UMUI i kiiui ijnurit^niiii

Wednesday. Apiil 18,2007

Holly I. Hinclkc
Kcal I:&U(e& linli^tn.il Development
Finger I. .ikes Railuuy C\np
PO.BOX 1099
Geneva. NY 14456

Hear Ms Thoclkc

nitormution about The jbanduiimont exemption fur (Iw TJihoad fioin Pciin Van to
Bclluua ami tliu lii»t of historical idre pKnil-, ituil weiccolltxtcd in Ihcarca Ml of the plants in
question arc \\ctland pi.ims ihnt would be unalTuctcd by (he mil remov.il method >ou describe
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THE TOWN OF BENTON
KHK] ifoiitn 14A

Pnm Yrtii. Nfcw Yoik
HI 5-536 723G

April 12,2007

Mr. Michael Smith, 1'resident
Finger I .akes Railw ay Corporation
P.O. Box 10W ,
Geneva. New Yoik 14456 I

j
Denr Mr. Smith1

Hie Wulkiiti Glenn - Pcnn Yan line of the Finger I like* Railway
Corporation is in the process of .Abandonment. You have diked fur ideas ol
whai 1o do with Die abandoned propcity created by the removal of rail!! and
tics

The Bcnton-'ftmn I3onrd uiuiniiiuiiiiK vccnmmonJi that the vacjnt property
rcvcit back to the adjoining landowner, cither by sale or by simple transfer {

I
['his wouIJ ensure ihdt the* Luxanlc vnluc and revenue would continue to
bciKih our ;o\\iiihip It would relieve us from any potential liability and
maintenance problems in the future

Sincerely.

Town of Ucnton - Supervisor

cc. Yaies County IDA



FKJEKDS OF THE OUTLET, INC. outJettrail@lietmaa.com
P.O. Box 65, Dresden, AT 14441 www.keukaQutlettrail.net

"To frotcct and preserve, take to lake and rim to riot'

April 10.2007

Michael Smith. President
finger Lakes Railway
400 Border City Road
Geneva, NY 144S6

Dear Mr. Smith,

I am writing concern ing disposition of the railroad I racks between Peon Van and Bcllona I urge you to
consider converting this segrnuiit of the track bed into a multiple-use trail.

For several years, I have been talking with various people about the idea of converting the track bed into it
multiple-use trail, and I've discovered that I am certainly not the first ur the only person d> IUIVB this idea.

Before Stove Isaacs leit the Yatcs IDA, T spoke with him about it; and he seemed to be very favorable
inwards the idea. In addition, as you may knuw, fhc Yatcs IDA is the sponsor of a TEA-21
'1 raDSporlBtioii knhfluceinunl lirant we received to repair the Keukn Outlet Trail (KOI*), the County's
premier rail trail and multiple-use trail, and the Yalos IDA UoanJ made a significant donation to the
project; so I believe it's fair to assume that the Yates IDA recognizes the importance of
transportation/recreation trails to the economy and life of this community.

I also promoted (he idea with Barbara M. Pinckney, President of the Board of Yates Cultural and
Recreational Resources Center (YCRRC). because the property donated to the YCRRC by the Maeske
family is immediately adjacent to the tracks; and my thought was tlrnt the YCRRC could provide an easy
connecting trail to the track bud, where members (as well as everyone else) could use ihe track bed trail
for outdoor exerciie. (1 am sure we could find other access points, as well).

I also spoke with Yules County's Interim Planner and then with our now Planner, Chris Wilson, about the
idea, and, as I recall, Chris was very enthusiastic about the concept Chris lias been a strong supporter of
our work on thu Kcuka Outlet I rail and is. I know, very interested in expending the trail "byslem" Vithin
the County.

If this segment of the railway were lo be converted into a multiple use trail, it would he a groat benefit to
the residents of Ihe Ctnmty, county business, and our many tourist visitors. The irail would be
particularly beneficial to the Mennunitu folks, in die Benton area, who must ndc their hikes oil NYS MA,
The trail would help decoiigc^l NYS HA and would provide a pleasant, dTu.*iiMil, and 4ii/<* alternative
trmiipurtalion route. Once in the Village of Penr. Yan, die rail trait users could easily connect to the
Keuka Outlet Trail, by a relatively shurt walk or ride on back Village streets. Providing additional safe
hi km a and biking miles would alio be tremendously appealing to our tourists, who want recreational
alternatives while they arc spending their weeks renting cottages here. lastly, this would be a big help
toward connecting Yjites County trails northward to the Ontario Pathways1 trails.



We estimate that we havo around 9000 \isits to tlic Kcuka Outlet 1 rail every vcar (Over 3000 \ isitufe
sign in minimi ly, AIIC| llw standard rule of thumb for estimating use of a simple Inking trail is to multiply
the number of fcign-iKJby three, which probably underestimates tlic use of a inuhiple-use trail ) Tltc trail
is chcrishud by the community and highly valued by visitors A recent wvey of adjauem landowner* (by
a graduate student from Ihc College of Environmental Science and forestry, at Syracuse University')
sliowetl ilint perceptions and attitudes toward the Outlet Trail are IIHVC positive now IfiuL when Die trail
was first proposed, and perception* and altitudes are, on the whole, very favorable. Oiir trail is heavily
used by ihe Mcnnonite Community T would have no reason to think that the regional community and our
tourist visitors would be any less happy with, and supportive of, a trail mode from the abandoned ringer
Lakes Railway section between tlic Village and Bdluna.

I am iiiro there are many folk* who would be willing to assist with converting UK track bed into a
multiple use trail The County could manage it. or if they did not wish to take it on, I am quite confident
thai d not-for-profit group could ho foimcd to do so. The Friends of the Outlet, Inc., is a 501-t>3
organization und land truht which owns and manages 5.7 miles of the Kcuka Outlet Trail (the Village of
Venn Yon owns the remaining I 3 miles); and I suspect a stnuLir group could be organized to champion
this new rail bail. Alternatively, perhaps the YCRKC, since it is already an incorporated not-for-profit
and has land adjacent to Ihc track, couM receive the track bed and oversee the (rail Finally, as u fallback
alternative, perhaps the triends could accept the track bod. as we did lor the KOT when (he County
ubargain sold" it to us (for $ I ). and help develop it into a trail. 'I he Friends have owned and managed a
"rail trail" for over leu years; we know liow tu build and repair trail; we know a little nil aboul how to gut
grams to develop trails (as well as to mamtrin them): and ) am sure that several of us in the Friends group
would he willing to help, whatever ownership und management anangtmenls arc established.

Every day it seems you rcatl in the papers about communities developing trails. Just today, for euimplc.
there was an ankle in (he ftur/vvfer D&C aboul developing a trail along the Uotka Creek corridor
(Wyoming County). A new bail is under development in Victor; a trail from Geneva to Moiitc/jima has
been proposed. Most communities now recognize that trails add greatly to the residents' quality of life,
and. by attracting or serving visitors who purchase goods, services and lodging from community
businesses, provide an economic benefit In my opinion, it would be a tremendous and tragic loss for Ihc
community if Una segment were to be sold lo private property owners.

Thank you for considering this iden. Please let me know what 1 may do To further it along

Sincerely,

£.ynda L Runimcl. Ph.D.
Past President

96 Espcranza Drive
KeukaPark, NY 14478
(J 15) 536-9484
IjiiiWK .«£BJ.K| runner, aim

Xc: Sieve Isaacs
Dorcen Jensun, Administrative Assistant, Yaies IDA
Darbnra M. I'inckney, President of the Hoard, Yates Cultural and Recreational Resources I
Dan Spcnce, Prcstdont, Friuods of me Outlet, Tnu.
Chris A Wilson, Yaie& County Planner
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Legal Notices may be submitted by fax
@ 607-243-5833

or by email @ theobserver@citlink.net
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